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NliW YoRK -. losh I larni l ton thri l lcd thc Yankcc Slacl iurn crowd r.r ' i th a. larv-clropping pcrl irrnrancc in thc l i rsr rouni l .
antl  a storvbook cnding scenlet l  inevi lablr ' .  l lut ( 'anada's. lust irr Morncau hung lough anti  upscr l l l rrr i l ton irr N46rrt la,r.
t l ight 's N4aior l .caguc l lascball  homc run dcrhl ' .  scncl ins ncarl l '5,1.000 lans homc disapp6intcd.

Hamilton. the Texas Rangcrs outfielder, hit a record-breaking 28 homers in thc flrst
round and 35 in al l .  But Morneau. the Minnesota Twins f irst baseman f iom Nerv
Wcstnl inster. B.Cl.. hit  f lve to Hamilton's three in the last round. when the two f lnal ists
slarted liom scratch.

"l  was luck1,,they reset (the score) afterthe f irst round." Morneau said.

Morncau was t l ie last player invited tr i  part icipate. He was reluctant at f lrst. [ .ast year. hc
cntered the al l-star break with 24 homers. Allcr parl icipating in the home run derby in
San lrrancisco. he hit only se\/cn ths rcst of t lre season.

Sonlc suggested going fbr the fbnces in the derby sabotagcd his swing in the seconcl hall .
But hc decided to give the derby another shot when hc considered the alternative.

"l t  catre down to me sitt ing on the sidelines going,'Man I wish I was doing that. 'J 'hal 's
w'lrat i t  camc dorvn to: not warrt ing to sit  on the siclel ines while the derby,was goir-rg on."

Morneau hit a total o1-22 horners in the three rounds. Despite Morneau's victory.
Hanli l ton was the lan l 'avourite. In his f lrst round. he did not. lusl hit  home.unr. H.
clobbered them high into the night. whacked theni ofFthe lacing o1-a bi l lboarcl above the
scats in r ight-cenlre f leld. launchecJ them l ike so many missi les into the upper dcck.

'l-he 
l'exas Rangers outliclder was already the season's f-eel-good story. Ou1 ol-baseball

and near death's door scveretl years ago. he has rebounded fiorl a lil 'e of drus ernd alcohol
abusc to becomc a star.

I{e added to his le-qend by invit ing his high school batt ing-practice pitcher. Tl_year_old
Cilay ( 'ounsil  of Raleigh, N.C.. to pitch to hirrr in the derby.

'l'eammatc 
and f'ellow all-star Joe Mauer gave Morneau a nudgc when the invitation

canle.

"Mauer said. ' l  don't think two hours of taking batt ing practice is going to ntess up yollr
swing for the rest of the season.'That's kind of another thing that rrushed me to want to do
it"" Morneau said.


